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Accessibility is the Law 

Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability; Accessibility of 
Web Information and Services of State and Local 
Government Entities (link)

● Implements a regulation based on Title II of Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA)

● Applies to state and local government entities 
including public schools

● Addresses web and mobile accessibility issues

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/24/2024-07758/nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-accessibility-of-web-information-and-services-of-state


Details
General. A public entity shall ensure that the following are readily accessible to 
and usable by individuals with disabilities:

(1) Web content that a public entity provides or makes available, directly or 
through contractual, licensing, or other arrangements; and

(2) Mobile apps that a public entity provides or makes available, directly or through 
contractual, licensing, or other arrangements.

Level of compliance: WCAG 2.1 AA

Dates of compliance:

Governmental entities larger than 50,000:  April 24, 2026
Governmental entities smaller than 50,000: April 27, 2027



Section 508 In 1998, Congress amended the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to 
require federal agencies to make 
their electronic and information 
technology (EIT) accessible to 
people with disabilities. 
The law 29 U.S.C § 794d applies 
to all federal agencies when they 
develop, procure, maintain, or 
use electronic and information 
technology. 



Section 508

Under Section 508, agencies must give disabled employees 
and members of the public access to information 
comparable to the access available to others. 

Educational software is included under Section 508 
guidelines.  

Several states have passed laws requiring 508 at the state 
level. 

● California, Missouri, New York, Oklahoma, Washington

https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/state/#:~:text=Section%20508%20applies%20to%20the,others%20at%20the%20State%20level.


When we prioritize 
accessibility, we create a 
better learning experience 
for every student.



Examples

Voice-to-text messaging

Originally designed for 
individuals with disabilities, is 
now widely used by millions 
for convenience.



Curriculum

The Real Problem

Teacher PD Resources 

Instructional Leadership 



Blueberry Muffin

✅

❌



K 2nd 5th 8th 12th



One way for teachers to evaluate 
accessibility is through using the 

Perceivable, Operable, 
Understandable, and Robust 

(POUR) guidelines. POUR was 
created to streamline 

accessibility guidelines for 
websites. It now can be used to 
evaluate accessibility, including 

educational materials. 



Solutions



The VEX Continuum

Ages 8+

Virtual Robot Coding

Ages 4+

Coding Starts Early

Ages 8+

Real World Coding

Ages 14+

Real World STEM
for Classrooms

Ages 8+

STEM Starts Early

Ages 11+

Applied STEM 
Learning

Ages 14+

Workforce 
Readiness

Ages 14+

STEM Skills
Take Flight

Ages 14+

Real World STEM
for Competition



“The VEX Continuum is 
structured to provide 
scaffolds across the 

progression from the lowest 
threshold entry points to the 

most advanced, highest 
ceiling…”



Example of Scaffolds



Example of Scaffolds



VEXcode - High Contrast Blocks

High contrast blocks built into all 
versions of VEXcode

Beta versions available today!

beta-code.vex.com



VEXcode Switch Blocks

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fEOEx-nr9PNzZ2ecafJiKHWnpz-qv8uz/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fEOEx-nr9PNzZ2ecafJiKHWnpz-qv8uz/preview


Accessibility: VEXcode - Keyboard Shortcuts



Accessibility: VEXcode - Read Blocks

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sZD4TzstpDvj08CJqKfbaR5LSp4Y49pF/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sZD4TzstpDvj08CJqKfbaR5LSp4Y49pF/preview


VEX Education & PD+ - Certified by CAST



Accessibility: VEX PD+

● Screen reader
● Navigate with keyboard

“Introduction to Chapter 1”

Heading 2

“25% of Chapter 2 
completed.”



Accessibility: Education Website - Descriptive Video

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1au1dLl44Cp2E90TxZPLRoIYaambRaFtT/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1au1dLl44Cp2E90TxZPLRoIYaambRaFtT/preview


VEX API - api.vex.com



VEX API - Accessibility

● Navigate with keyboard
● Language options
● Python code copy
● Light / Dark modes
● Screen-reader Blocks



VEX API - Built into VEXcode



Future Developments



VEX Access App - The Need

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1e7BTJmTaQe7OSdJSNrOfYuohQvExkYuH/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1e7BTJmTaQe7OSdJSNrOfYuohQvExkYuH/preview


VEX Access App + Hardware



VEX Access App - Web-Based Demo

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZNS5B9kCC2CStikhUVDrEiCgOf4yvGxL/preview


VEXcode Hotspot

July 2025 (currently scheduled 
for ChromeOS M138)—Last 

ChromeOS release with 
support for user-installed 

Chrome apps on ChromeOS.



July 2025 (currently scheduled 
for ChromeOS M138)—Last 

ChromeOS release with 
support for user-installed 

Chrome apps on ChromeOS.

VEXcode Hotspot



July 2025 (currently scheduled 
for ChromeOS M138)—Last 

ChromeOS release with 
support for user-installed 

Chrome apps on ChromeOS.

+

Self-Hosted versions of 
VEXcode V5 / VEXcode IQ 

(web-based) for use without 
internet connectivity.

VEXcode Hotspot



2026 Educators Conference



Competition STEM Labs



Virtual Skills / Driving Skills Practice



EP Summit Breakout Sessions - Room 222

Competition in the Classroom STEM Labs w/ Educator Q&A
9:30am - 10:20am
10:30am - 11:20am

Virtual Skills and Virtual Driver Practice w/ Software Q&A
1:30pm - 2:20pm
2:30pm - 3:20pm


