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Welcome

The Qualifying Criteria can feel
overwhelming, but it's actually your

roadmap to a smooth season—and it
helps ensure fairness and
consistency across all events.
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e VEX V5 Robotics Competition
e VEX IQ Robotics Competition
e VEX U Robotics Competition

e VEX Al Robotics Competition

Check it
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e The Qualifying Criteria is the governing document for all official VEX Robotics competitions, from
local qualifying events to Event Region Championships (ERC) and even the VEX Robotics World
Championship.

e It outlines the standards, requirements, and expectations that must be met for an event to be
considered "official" and for teams to be eligible to qualify for either their ERC or World
Championship.

e Think of it as the rulebook for how it works—it ensures fairness, consistency, and transparency
across all VEX Robotics Competition programs and all events.
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Why the Qualifying Crlter a Ma t,_rs

e Ensures fairness and consistent expectations across all events

e Provides teams with a clear understanding of how to qualify for their ERC and
World Championship

e Provides Event Partners with clear structure and guidance for hosting their event

e Helps maintain the credibility and quality of the competition experience
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e Living Document found in the REC Library
e Scheduled updates on or before August 1, 2025 and January 17, 2026
e Unscheduled during the season as needed

o Updates are outlined in the Changelog at the beginning of the article
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Key Sections of the Qualifying Criteria

Event Requirements

Minimum team count (16 teams for
official event)

Must follow the official game manual,
Student-Centered Policy, and
use TM software.

Judging must follow the Judge Guide.

Team Eligibility

Teams must be registered,
paid, and have submitted

Participant Release Forms.

Rules on students
participating in multiple
teams.

Judging Requirements

e Events must follow the
judge guide (e.g., Judge
Advisor, team interviews,
Engineering Notebooks).

e Clarifies how judged awards
lead to advancement.




Key Sections of the Qualifying Criteria

Award Requirements

Explains which awards qualify for
advancement (e.g., Excellence,
Teamwork Champion, SKkills).

Describes minimum judging
requirements.
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Skills Rankings &
Double Qualifiers

How unfilled spots roll down to the
top Skills teams.

How Event Region Championship
and World Championship spots are
assigned/reassigned

Region Championship & World
Qualifying Spot Assignments

Regions are assigned a set number
of World spots based on team
growth and past participation.

The criteria guide how those spots
are distributed fairly.



I Clarification between School-Based
W h at s and Invitational Tournaments
N ew i n Judging flexibility for early season events

Hybrid Event Region Championship option introduced

2025_2 026 New classifications for event formats

Launch of Conference Model pilot

August 1 release for VEX Robotics World
Championship spot updates




. e Early season eventsin a region may include judging.
Judging

However, due to the limited nature of most teams'

° engineering notebooks at this stage of the season, an
Guidance for

RSM may choose to limit qualifying spots allocated to

Ea rly Sea sOn judged awards at early season events.

e Excellence cannot be awarded without fully meeting the
EventS Excellence Award Criteria




New Event Format
Classifications

Each has specific qualifying
rules and expectations

e Open Tournaments

e School-Based Tournaments

e Conference Tournaments

e Invitational Tournaments

e |eagues

e SKkills Only Events

e Scrimmages



Clarification of
School-Based and
Invitational Tournaments

e School-Based Tournaments: Exclusively open to
teams affiliated with schools (public, private, or
charter). This is verified during the registration

process by uploading proper documentation

e Invitational Tournaments: Open to all eligible teams,

with selection criteria published in advance.
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Common
Misunderstanding

RECF VEX Robotics Programs Summit

“Why didn’'t my team qualify? We won an award!”

“We hosted an event with only 12 teams. Why didn't it qualify?”

Why can’t my last minute event be posted on RobotEvents.com?
| am getting it in before the posting deadline.

| noticed that my event had more teams competing than another event, but we
received fewer qualifying spots. I'm just trying to understand how that decision
was made—it feels a bit unfair given the higher participation at my event.”

“My team won the Excellence Award at a Tennessee event that had a
qualification spot, but since we are in Georgia. How can | get that transferred
to our GA ERC?

All the teams with higher skills than us at the tournament have
already qualified for the ERC. Why didn’t we get a spot?”

My A team qualified for the ERC, but they can't go.
Can | transfer that spot to my B team?


http://robotevents.com

Tips for Coaches & EPs

Bookmark the Coaches: Review the event

Qualifying Criteria and posting for information on
check it each season. judging and qualification spots.

EPs: Work with your Regional Each region gets a limited
Support Manager (RSM) if number of spots based on
you’'re unsure about event team registration, so spots
setup or awards. are divided across events as
fairly as possible, even if it
doesn’t always look equal.




° Have you used the Qualifying Criteria as a coach or EP before?

° What's been confusing or helpful?

Your
° | |
Experience T

with QC

° Was it clear which awards earned spots at your event?

Do you feel like the process is fair, or do you still have questions?




We are here for you

Address Phone & Email



https://www.linkedin.com/company/robotics-education-competition-foundation?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Froboticseducation.org%2F
https://twitter.com/REC_Foundation
https://www.facebook.com/RECFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/recfoundation/

