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Judging Process / 
Guide to Judging

Updates

● Generally, any large or systemic updates 
will take place in the June update. 

● August updates will incorporate feedback 
from the community, the REC Foundation 
Summit, and early-season Q&As.

● December and April will mainly 
incorporate Q&A updates, if needed.

Like the Game Manuals, the Guide to Judging 
undergoes periodic scheduled updates each 
season.
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General 
Guide to 
Judging 
Updates

Updates

● The Guide to Judging now 
includes reference tags such as 
“<JP1>“ to make it easier to find 
and reference specific verbiage

○ Not quite the same as the 
Game Manual - meant to 
flag key ideas rather than 
very specific rules

○ Not ruling out future 
alterations, but currently a 
single order of organization 
(no sub-bullets)
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Updates 
to Sections 
2, 3, and 4

Updates ● Added verbiage to clarify best practices and requirements for Judge 
selection, roles, and certifications

● Changed some age requirements for Judge volunteers

○ Must be 20 years or older to be a V5RC Judge

● Added “Assistant Judge Advisor” verbiage

● Clarified that there are no roles for “student assistants” in Judging

● Expanded guidance and requirements for managing conflicts of interest

● Added more information about volunteer selection

Section 2
Judging Roles

● Added verbiage to clarify best practices and requirements for 
Event Partners and Judges

Section 3
Event Preparation and Execution

● Award Descriptions and Criteria moved to Award Description 
Appendix to improve document flow

Section 4
Awards
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Updates 
to Section 5

Updates

Section 5 
Judging Engineering Notebooks

● Revised section, “The Engineering Notebook: Purpose & Academic Honesty”

● Refined guidance on Engineering Notebook content and formatting

● Removed guidance for percentages of notebooks in consideration for awards

○ Some events will have more or less than the previous percentage - in 
some cases, it was being taken literally.

● Added guidance for adding informational “appendices” to Engineering 
Notebooks

● Added guidance regarding time limits for evaluating Engineering Notebooks

● Added guidance regarding “Notebook Anomalies”

● Engineering Notebook Rubric - now 2 pages

○ Page 1: Engineering Design Process

○ Page 2: Engineering Notebook Format and Content

○ Emphasizing quality over quantity, removed the “3 designs” requirement 
for brainstorming, added criteria highlighting the appropriate use of 
cited content, and organizing the notebook
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Collateral 
and 
Supporting 
Documents

Updates
Significant Updates to the Engineering Notebook Rubric 

● Body text added in 
this area
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Updates 
to Section 6 
and 7

Updates Section 6
Team Interviews
● Removed verbiage permitting Judge Advisors to schedule team interviews

○ In some cases, teams felt they were assigned disadvantageous times 
on purpose.

● Added guidance recommending that the same judges who interview 
teams also evaluate notebooks

○ Gives a fuller picture of the team and possibly talking points for cross 
interviews.

Section 7
Award Deliberations
● Added verbiage about when to consider performance data

○ Finals / Elimination performance is NOT a factor for awards

● There are a myriad of different circumstances - impossible for a single 
methodology of how to weight rankings or scores
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Updates to 
Section 8

Updates

Section 8
Remote Judging
● Added verbiage that Judges need access to the Engineering Notebooks on 

the day of the event

○ This is to check the notebook content for awards that require 
evidence in the notebook

○ Access to notebooks helps judges at the event deliberate on 
Excellence, Design, and Innovate Award winners

RECF VEX Robotics Programs Summit 



Brainstorming Ideas 
and Discussion Topics
We are looking for your feedback!

Does anyone have strong opinions on new changes or 
existing processes?

Are there areas where we can improve clarity?

How can we improve the Judging process for Teams, 
Volunteers, and Event Partners?

Judging Q&A: A place to ask specific questions.
For longer form / more complex questions / ideas / 
feedback: email judging@recf.org. This email goes to 
Competition Judging Team - we discuss all 
suggestions and feedback.

Some changes may need to wait a season until 
implementation.
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Contact

Event Partners, Coaches, and Volunteers are the core of our Programs 

here at the REC Foundation. Please reach out to us with any questions 

or concerns. Thank you for all of your support. 

We are here for you

1519 Interstate 30 West 

Greenville, Texas 75402

Address

Judging@recf.org

Email

Resources

https://www.linkedin.com/company/robotics-education-competition-foundation?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Froboticseducation.org%2F
https://twitter.com/REC_Foundation
https://www.facebook.com/RECFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/recfoundation/
https://kb.roboticseducation.org/hc/en-us

